First Circular Letter

2"¢ |nternational Conference for the first three members of
Mavrocordatos’ Family: Alexander the “Exaporit” (1641-1709),
Nikolaos (1680-1730) and Konstantinos B’ (1711-1769). The “dawn” of
Modernity in South-Eastern Europe

The Modern Greek and Comparative Literature Research Laboratory
(Democritus University of Thrace, Greece) organizes the “Second International
Conference on Mavrocordatos’ family members: Alexander ‘the Exaporit’
(1641-1709) and the Voevods of Moldova and Wallachia Nikolaos (1680-1730)
and Constantinos (1711-1769). The ‘dawn’ of Modernity in South Eastern
Europe”. The co-organizers of the conference are the University of Bucharest
(School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Department of Roman Languages and
Literatures, Classical and Modern Greek Studies), the European Society of Modern
Greek Studies and “Koraes” Public Library of Chios Island. The Conference will be
held at Chios Island on July 2022 (15%-17t).

The three aforementioned Phanariots, originating from the island of Chios,
were politicians and scholars, with an important position within the frame of Greek
and European Letters, apart from their equally important role in European historical
events as representatives of the Sultan or Princes of their States (from the end of the
17" century till mid 18™. Their contribution to the Modern Greek thought and Letters
is their modern ideology that introduces in the Balkans the ideas (still under
formation) of Early European Enlightenment, through their contacts with European
Scholars.

Subjects to be approached:

1. Editions of texts: a) Works in manuscript waiting to be published b) Comments
and evaluation of existing editions.

2. History as scientific work (e.g. lovdaixa [=History of Judaism] and Pwuaixa
[=History of Hellenism] by Alexander) and the historical narration through personal or
literary texts (letters, notes, Reflexions, novel etc.).

3. The literary production according to older generic patterns (poems, dialogues,
Lucian style texts, Culminatory texts kAx.) and new kinds of generic identities.

4. His novel Philotheos’ Leisure-time Oeuvres as a literary “hapax” till his days and

the first novel of the new era in Greek: Generic identity, narrative techniques,



aesthetic value/ literariness and its position within the Modern Greek “canon”. It’s
position in the European literary production of the 18" century.

5. The translations by the writers and by people of their environment.

6. Nicholas and his relations with western scholars and/or leaders (religious and
political) as Jean Le Clerc, Jean Boivin, Archbishop of Canterbury etc., within the
frame of the Republic of Letters.

7. Their political and social role in the Ottoman Empire during the era of early
Modernity and early Enlightenment.

9. Their libraries and the education in Istanbul and Moldowallachia.

10. Tracing ideas from Western Europe within their works: Descartes, Hobbes, Locke,
La Rochefoucauld, Machiavelli etc.

11. Istanbul and Moldowallachia: crossroads of peoples and the aspects of Early
Modernity in civilization (literature, arts, history, sciences) and in reality.

12. Nikolaos Mavrocordatos and Dimitrie Cantemir.

13. The first “Catalogue of scholar Greeks” by Dem. Prokopiou and Fabricius.

14. Constantinos Mavrocordatos’ reform and his Constitution.

15. Scholars around Europe, the circulation of ideas (West, Balkans, Russia) and the
role of Mavrocordatos’ family.

16. Mavrocordatos’ family and the Island of Chios.

18. Depictions and coats of arms in their properties.

Place of the Conference

Due to the pandemic and the uncertainty of the future situation, the Organizing
Committee decided that the Conference will be hybrid that is a combination of live
presence in situ and via teleconference. If the pandemic allows us it will be held in
Chios in a building the will be announced by the second contact with the chosen
speakers after the paper submission deadline. There will also be an option for tele-
presence for those who cannot be there, an option that was also given in our previous
conference. In case that the worse scenario impedes us to be present it will be virtual

and the participation via teleconference.

Participation and summary submission deadline
The submission of a title and a summary for speakers should be made by the 15" of

February, 2022, sent to the email address of our Laboratory (ensf.duth@gmail.com).



mailto:ensf.duth@gmail.com

The applicants should send TWO files: the first will contain the title, the summary
(max. 500 words) and key-words/phrases (up to 7 words or phrases), whereas the
second will contain name, surname(s), contact details and a brief CV (max. 200
words). The duration of the oral presentation of the paper should not exceed 20
minutes. The Scientific Committee will review the applications and will inform the
applicants by e-mail till the 30" of March, 2022. For the publication of the texts in the
acts there will be a similar peer-review procedure. The Organizing Committee will
cover all the speakers’ expenses for two nights in Chios town. We will also try to
obtain discounts from the air and ship companies for the tickets. If the participants
have the possibility of funding from their institutions please let the organizing
committee know. There are no fees for the participants. More information will be

given in our next contact.

Languages of the Conference

Greek, French and English
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Apostolopoulos Dimitris Mavrelos Nikos, President
Bouchard Jacques Danopoulos Konstantinos, Member
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